THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


GONEIDENTIAL November 13, 1963 


MEMORANDUM FOR ΜΕ. BUNDY 
SUBJECT: Russian Troops in Cuba -- Press Conference 


1, Attached is a press item regarding the President's 
luncheon with some Ohio editors on November 6. The 
item says that "...he (the President) expects nearly 
all of them (the Russians) to be out by the end of the 
year. '' Another item is attached which says ''...The 
President's statement that the Soviet troops might 

be out of Cuba by the end cf the year was the most 
optimistic on the subject since they landed in Cuba 
more than a year ago...." 


ἃ. This sort of public line strikes me as somewhat 
dangerous --~i.e. if the endcf the year rolls around 
{and we are almost there) and several thousand 
Russians still remain in Cuba, overly optimistic 
expressions by the President now may come back 
to haunt him. It seems to me that the troop issue 
is presently working in his favor and that this will 
continue as long as he plays it conservatively and 
avoids building up excessive public expectations. 

I would even go so far as to say that it is better 

to play a conservative, low-key numbers game 
about the present situation than to forecast the 


future. 
(ol 
Gordon Chase 
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SEK Lunches With Ohio Editors 


By DICK THORNBURG 


Γάιϊιοςε. 
το» Cincinnall Post & Times-Star 


- What mystifies Presi- 
dent Kennedy is: Why 
are husinessmen against 
him? 


The stock market, the 
President said, is a reliable 
Indicator of the state of busi- 
ness and profits. The mar- 
ket is near record highs and 
that means business is good. 
So what's evervbody mad 
about? 


The President made these 
remarks at a luncheon for 
20 Ohio editors and publish- 
ers yesterday. 


HOURS cur 


He plugged his tax cut bill, 
now stuck in Congress. If 
the tax bill passes, he said, 
the country will avoid a re- 
cession. The cuts would add 
530510 billion to the gross 
national product. he said. If 
it doesn’t Pass, it might mean 
Δ recession; and if one 
comes, it likely would start 
in the summer of 1964, he 
said. and would hit the dig 
industrial states hardest— 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Michi- 
gan, IlWinois and Massachu- 
setts. 


A recession also would in- 


east fe 


crease the pressure from 
Jabor unions for a 3Shour 
week and he feels we're not 
ready for a cut in hours now: 
If the work week were cut, 


the President said. it would 
mean higher prices and 
would price our products 
out of world markets. 


Also, the President feels, 
this is no time to balance the 
budget. To do so would only 
hasten a recession, he said. 
He conceded a_ balanced 
budget would be desirable 
when the country can afford 
it, but it can't now. 


If the budget were bal- 
anced arbitrarily and a re- 
cession resulted, our prob- 
Iems would be compounded, 
he said. 


The President was in good 
spirits and appeared in ex- 
cellent health. He was in- 
formal and relaxed. 


_ BIG PROBLEM. Z 


The balance of payments 
—oulgo to foreign countries 
balanced against income 
from abroad—is a much 
more serious preblem than 
a balanced budget, he felt. 


Tourists take about $1.9 
bition out of the country 
each year, he sald. Add to 
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that our foreign aid and it 
“really totals up to a serious 


problem, he emphasized. 


Next year will be a cam- 
paign year and maybe every- 
bods will stay home and, he 
added, with a smile, that in- 
cludes his own family. 


The President said most 
of the Russians are out of 
Cuba now and he expects 
nearly all of them to be out 
bs the end of the vear. The 
reason for their departure. 
he said, is that their work is 
done —the work of training 
the Cuhans. 


One editor called the Pres- 
ident a master political strat- 
egist. Yeh, by 120,000 votes, 
the President said with a 
laugh. 


In reply to questions, the 
President made some refer- 
ences to possible opponents 
in 1064. He felt the chief 
difference between him and 


New York Gov. Nelsén Rock- - 


efeller is that the President 
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President Mystified by Business Opposition 


is in and Gov. Rockefelia 


fs out 
GOOFED 


He said running for the 
presidency is excellent trait. 
ing for being President. He 
felt that Arizona Sen. Bar 
Goldwater had made a polit. 
cal mistake by his remark 
about selling TVA. 


sapecen + Bien 


He felt that most of ἮΝ ᾿ 


edjtors around the table were” 
Republicans and πὸ chat- 
Ienged them to try to noml- 
nate a man who reflected 
their thinking and put it 
the test at the polls. 


On Gov. William Scranton 
of Pennsylvania. the- P.es 
dent said he knew very Jit- 
tle about where Mr. Scranton 
stands on political questions, 


They set a good table at 
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the White House. For lunch. 


we had crab meat therm 
dor, sirloin steak, waffle 
potaloes, peas and a gooey 
dessert; sted wine with the 
steak. ~ 
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JFK Sees 
CubaTr roop 
Pullout. - 


By “Carroll Kilpatrick ; 
Staff Reporter ' 


President Kennedy now be- 
Jieves that most of the Soviet 
troops in Cuba will be with- 
drawn by the end of the year. 

He expressed his optimism 
before a group of Ohio editors 
last week, and Friday Se-' 
cretary of State Dean Rusk 
told his"news conference that 
there have been some “signifi- 
cant withdrawals” of Soviet! 
troops. 

Despite the decline in the 
number of troops, the Admi- 
nistration in recent weeks has 
refused to discuss numbers, 
and Republicans have contin- 
ued to attack the Adminis- 


γι 


"tration because of the pre 


sence of Russians ia the he- 
misphere. 

Despite Republican charges, 
the President believes, he told 
the editors at a White House 
luncheon, that Premier Fidel 
Castro’s prestige in Latirr 
America has declineg because 
he permitted the Russians to 
enter in the first place. 

The President also told the 
editors, they reported after 
the luncheon, that the Rus- 
‘sians have completed work in 
training Cubans. . 

The Presidens statement 
that the Soviet troops might 
be out of Cuba by the end of 
the year was the most opti- 
mistic on the subject since 
they landed in Cuba more 
than a year ago. (- τ ς .. 
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‘At the height of the crisis, 
an. estimated 21,000 or 22,000 
Soviet troops were on the 
island. On April 3, the Pres-| 
ident said there were about! 
12,000 left. - Ν 

Last month, there were 
reports that fewer than 7600 
remained. τ΄. ς; 

At his last news conference! 


"Nov. 1, Mr. Kennedy declined, 


to give a figure. “All I can say 
is that the numbers have 
steadily been reduced, and in 
the last two months there 
have been further reductions," 4 
he said. 

There has been “a marked 
decrease” since January, the 
President added. 

Rusk said Friday that: 
the economic situation: in 
Cuba 195 “very tight’ and that: 
the Castro regime is having 


“considerable difficulty.” . Be, 


did not elaborate. " 

On Thursday, a subcominit! 
tee of the House Republican 
Policy Committee charged in 
a special report that the Ad- 
ministration was attempting 
to sweep the , Cuban affairs 
under the rug.” — 

Rep. Durward G. Hall (R- 
Δἴο.), a member of the Policy 
Committee, said some of the 
Russian units that have left 
have been replaced by Czech. 
and other non-Cuban units. 
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